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Advocates in Motion 

Autistic Self-Advocacy 

Network – PDX 

Emerging Leaders Northwest 

(ELNW) – Portland 

ELNW – Salem  

Hollywood Dreams 

Linn County Self-Advocates 

Oregon DD Advocacy & 

Networking Group 

People First of Eugene 

People First of Corvallis 

Self-Advocates Taking Action 

Self-Advocate Voices for 

Equality 

Self-Protection, Advocacy & 

Rights Council (SPARC) – 

Marion-Polk 

SPARC – Linn-Benton 

SPARC – Josephine 

Victory Nation 

June 5, 2014 

Trisha Baxter, Interim ODDS Director  
DHS, Office of Developmental Disabilities Services  
500 Summer Street NE 
Salem, OR 97301 

RE: Comments to Oregon’s Transition Plan for Home and 
Community Based Settings 

Dear Trisha Baxter: 

The Oregon self-Advocacy Coalition (OSAC) is a statewide 
organization made up of 18 local self-advocacy groups.  We 
bring self-advocates together to speak with one voice on 
issues that are important to us.  The new Home and 
Community Based Services (HCBS) settings rule is very 
important to us.  The rule supports people who receive K 
Plan and waiver services to have better lives in their 
communities.  Important parts of the rule include: 

 Places where we receive services must be in the 
community and support full access to community life 
– just like people without disabilities. 

 We choose our services and supports and who 
provides them. 

 We choose where we receive supports – including 
places that are not only for people with disabilities. 

 Service providers honor our rights to privacy, dignity 
and respect, and freedom from coercion and 
restraint. 

 We make choices about our own lives and use 
support when we need it (some of us need a little 
support; some need a lot).
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 We experience freedom, responsibility, privacy, and respect in the places 
where we live.  

We know not all HCBS settings in Oregon meet these requirements.  While many 
of us receive services that follow this rule, many others do not.   

 Some people do not have freedom and privacy where they live. They 
cannot choose to have a pet, do things in the community, or choose their 
roommates.)  

 Some people are not free to make choices about their own lives like getting 
a driver’s license, getting married or having kids. 

 Some people are not allowed to make their own mistakes and learn from 
them like choosing how to spend their own money. 

 Some people get services in places that are not integrated in the 
community like day programs and sheltered workshops. 

 Some people make less than minimum wage.  We know that earning less 
than minimum wage does not allow the same access to community as 
earning minimum wage or better.   

We are do not like Oregon’s transition plan for four reasons.   

1. The plan does not say how the state will assess all HCBS settings.   

2. The plan does not admit that some HCBS settings do not follow the rule.   

3. The plan does not say what steps the state will take to improve settings 
that do not follow the rule.   

4. The plan does not say how self-advocates – the people who receive HCBS 
services – will be involved in making sure Oregon follows these important 
rules.   

Below are our recommendations to make the transition plan better. 

 We agree with other stakeholders that Oregon should assess all settings 
where we receive HCB services to make sure they follow the rule.  We 
know that not all settings meet the requirements. Self-advocates must be 
involved in the assessment process with family members and others.   
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 We agree with other stakeholders that Oregon should create a transition 
taskforce to develop a comprehensive transition plan and monitoring 
system.  Self-advocates must be on this taskforce with family members and 
others.  We want Oregon to do a real assessment of our services and 
develop a real transition plan to follow the rule.  

 Self-advocates should be paid to conduct parts of the assessment by 
visiting people and talking to them about their services.  We are the best 
people for this job because we are peers and understand what it is like to 
receive services. 

 We agree with other stakeholders that Oregon should allow the public to 
comment on the final transition plan.  Self-advocates and others should 
have a voice to finalize the plan. 

We believe all people with intellectual and developmental disabilities must have 
access to supports in the most integrated setting, and access to a real community 
life with dignity, respect and our civil rights.  We look forward to working with you 
and other stakeholders to assess all of Oregon’s HCBS settings to make sure that 
people with disabilities benefit from the rule.   

 
Jerry Pattee, Chair  
Ruth Morris, Vice Chair 
Justin Connolly, Treasurer 
Phil Stone, Secretary 
Ross Ryan, Sargent at Arms 
Jordan Ohlde, Board Member 
Rachel Simpson, Self-Advocate Representative 
 
Cc: Oregon Self-Advocacy Coalition Members 


